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PRIORITIES

Continue to 
prioritize health 
and safety of our 
students and 
staff

1

Maximize our 
ability to offer in-
person 
instruction to all 
K-12 students 
everyday

2

Minimize the 
impact of 
quarantining on 
students, staff 
and their families

3

Address social, 
emotional and 
mental health 
needs of our 
students

4

Continue to use a 
comprehensive 
risk mitigation 
and prevention 
strategy

5



What do we 
know as of 
today?

• 6/7 - Summer camp guidance

• 6/25 - Executive orders ended

• 7/7 - updated guidance to follow the summer camp 
guidance (masks optional)

• 8/2 – the state shared concerns over the rising infection 
rate numbers

• 8/4 - letter from NYS LI Chapter of American Academy of 
Pediatrics American Academy of Pediatrics

• 8/5 - NYS DOH – letter from Dr. Zucker

• 8/5 - CDC Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in K-12 
Schools 

• 8/11 - Letter from Nassau County Department of Health 
re: COVID-19

• 8/11 - School COVID-19 FAQ from Nassau 
CountyDepartment of Health

• 8/12 - NYSED Back to School Guidance

• 8/25 - New Governor to take office

https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/081621_Letter%20to%20Superintendents%20from%20American%20Academy%20of%20Pediatrics.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/081621_Letter%20to%20NYSDOH%20Commissioner%20Howard%20Zucker%20from%20NYSED..pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html%20-%20updated%208/5
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/School%20COVID-19%20Letter%202021AUG11.pdf
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY01913305/Centricity/Domain/4/School%20COVID-19%20FAQs%20%202021AUG11.pdf
file:///C:/Users/sinhak/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3UTRWH2K/nysed-health-and-safety-guide-for-the-2021-2022-school-year.pdf


Latest from 
CDC and 
American 
Academy of 
Pediatrics

• Goal – in-person instruction for all  K-12 
students, every day

• Masks recommended to be worn indoors 
regardless of vaccination status

• 3ft of social distancing as much as possible

• Districts will need to be able to pivot and 
be fluid/flexible with their plans

• A vaccine will be available for children ages 
2-11 this fall

• Nassau County is 4.3%, with a 7-day rolling 
average of 3.1%, which is ~10-fold higher 
than rate only a month ago when the 
percent positivity and 7- day rolling average 
were just 0.3% (as per LI Chapter of AAP –
8/4)



What do we 
know as of 
today from 

Nassau 
County?

• Listed as “high” transmission

• Hospitalization numbers are higher 
than what we have seen in the last 
several months as per NCDOH

• Schools have reported positive cases 
with younger unvaccinated students 
in their ESY program including GC

• Nassau County will continue its 
efforts to encourage and provide 
vaccinations

• Nassau County COVID -19 by the 
Numbers

https://www.nassaucountyny.gov/4974/COVID-19-By-The-Numbers


What do we 
know as of 
today from            
Nassau County 
Department of 
Health?

• Meeting with representatives of NC 
Council of Superintendents was held on 
August 10th

• NC Commissioner of Health and County 
Executive shared:

ØWe should follow the CDC 
recommendations

Believes that we will see a spike in 
cases in September, but then by 
October the variant will “fizzle out” as 
a result of Nassau’s high vaccination 
rate

Said that we need to be prepared for 
changes in conditions over the next few 
months

Local data will be provided to help 
districts with decision making



What do we 
know as of 
today for 

Garden City?

•As per the NCDOH, GC is in 
the "High" transmission rate 
category

•Vaccination rate single 
dose– 74.3%

•Vaccination rate - 66% -
completed series

Vaccination Rates by Zip Code | COVID-19 
Vaccine

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19vaccine.health.ny.gov%2Fvaccination-rates-zip-code&amp;data=04%7C01%7Csinhak%40gcufsd.net%7Ca85c77b585b244e2561b08d95dd6a3a9%7C0be0077b9053451185896af16777c5ed%7C1%7C0%7C637643998717785243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&amp;sdata=CpAYnwv5%2FNo8s7eQOz8xlNSC%2FvCHnLyNqa3C1H7I7Xs%3D&amp;reserved=0


What is 
Required of 
Public 
Schools?

•Masks on buses for all 
students and staff

Under the public transportation law

•Contact tracing and 
quarantining

Under the public health law 
of communicable disease



Quarantining 
and Social 
Distancing 
Rules -
as per NCDOH

• If ALL students wear a 
mask in a classroom and 
maintain 3 ft of social 
distancing they will not 
be required to 
quarantine.

• If masks are a parent 
choice, then all students 
within the 6ft. radius 
will be quarantined.



Close Contact 
and 
Quarantining 
as defined by the 
NCDOH

• Someone who was within 6 feet of 
an infected person for a 
cumulative total of 15 minutes 
over a 24-hour period.

• An infected person can spread 
SARS-CoV-2 starting from 2 days 
before they have any symptoms 
(or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 
days before the positive specimen 
collection date), until they meet 
criteria for discontinuing home 
isolation. 

• Close contacts must be 
quarantined.



Exception to 
the Definition 
of Close 
Contact and 
Quarantining 
as defined by the 
NCDOH

• In the K—12 indoor classroom setting, the 
close contact definition excludes students 
who were within 3 to 6 feet of an 
infected student if both the infected 
student and the exposed student(s) 
correctly and consistently wore well-
fitting masks the entire time.

• This exception does not apply to 
teachers, staff, or other adults in the 
indoor classroom setting.

• Quarantine is also excluded for 
asymptomatic people who have been 
fully vaccinated or who were previously 
diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last 
three months and are still asymptomatic.



How is the 
quarantine 
period for 
school close 
contact 
calculated? 

• The quarantine period is calculated by 
determining the last day the positive 
case exposed the close contacts. 

• Add 10 days to the last day of exposure, 
which may be the last day the positive 
case was in school, and then the contact 
is therefore quarantined through the     
10th day. 

• So, if the positive case was last in school 
on January 1st, 1+10 =11 and the contact 
should be quarantined at home through 
January 11th and can return on January 
12th . 

• The Contact Tracer attempts to speak 
with each contact so that the contact 
fully understands the quarantine period.



3 Main Goals 
for School 
Opening

1. Maximize health and safety 
for all students and staff

2. Maximize in-person 
instruction for all students,  
K-12, all day, every day

3. Minimize the impact of 
quarantining on students, 
staff and their families



2021-2022 
School Opening

• Every K-12 student is scheduled for in-person instruction 
everyday

• All students in their home buildings

• All K-5 specials reinstated

• K-5 start time back at its regular time

• All co-curricular activities including athletics will be 
offered

• Allow for field trips and competitions

• All musical and theater student production and 
performances will take place

• Lunch will be back in the cafeteria

• Lockers will be available for students

• One to one devices for all students

• No daily screening

• In - person events for parents with some virtual options

• Visitors will be allowed in our buildings 

• Students and staff should stay home when ill



2021-2022 
School Opening -
Superintendent's 
Recommendations

• Masks on the buses for students and staff

• At least 3ft of social distancing 
in all classrooms

• Masks for all indoor activities for the 
start of the school year

• Masks not required outdoors

• Mask breaks will be provided

• Ventilation/HVAC in classrooms and 
buses

• Cleaning protocols will be in place, 
especially for high touch areas



Continue to...

• Stay true to our mission and vision 
of our district

• Use a team approach including  
medical professionals, NC DOH, and 
expertise from BOCES

• Use a comprehensive risk mitigation 
and prevention strategy

• Reassess plan on a monthly basis 
based on GC data provided by NC 
DOH and adjust accordingly

• Provide weekly updates



Questions


